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 d d         I e icate this book with love to the Ancients who
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Prologue
The Exodus of the Annunaki

r   d   r   r  dTh ee months an two weeks befo e the G eat Floo
dr d    dr     owne the most won ous of all civilisations on

 r   r   r  dr d d planet Ea th, a p ocession of th ee hun e an fifty-six
  d d r   r d rr   souls slowly a vance ac oss the ugge te ain of the

r  d      r  la ge lan mass in the west. One p egnant woman
d   d r  drwalke among them, an fou small chil en.

 r  d   rd   r  They we e hea ing to Lo En-Ki’s space po t, which
d         r  ha been built on the slopes of the fi st mountain

r d     r      i ges, when you came f om the ocean. The site was
         r d d  one of the gates to the sky, a haven sh ou e in the

r     r  r    r  g eyness of the mists ising f om the valleys. He e, two
  d    r   r   space ships woul be waiting fo them, fo Ea En-Ki,

rd    d  r d     r  Lo of Ki, ha p omise to give them sanctua y on
   Lahmu, the sixth planet.

M     r  r  r  ost of these people we e efugees f om Atalantash,
d  d   r     d ran they belonge to the ace of the Annunaki an thei

d descen ants.

 d  d     rd  They ha believe when envoys sent by Lo En-Ki
d   r  d   r    d tol of a g eat floo which was ce tain to come, an the

 d  r d d  d   r   scientific ata p ovi e by La y Anta U iah — “In-Anna”
 d  d     r   — ha helpe to convince them mo e than anything
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  d  d  d   d  r d  relse. They ha believe , an they ha gathe e thei
dr  d r  r   d chil en an thei most impo tant belongings, an they

d  d   r  d    ha packe the c ates an bags into magnetically
r d  d rpowe e vehicles an ca ts.

d d  d    d rd d  Gui e by La y In-Anna, they ha boa e two tall
  rr d  r   rd  ships which ca ie them f om Atalantash towa s the

r  d  d r d    no th, an she ha p omise to accompany them until
 rr d   r they a ive safely at thei haven.

  r  d d   r  dSilently, the emig ants ha stoo on the ailing an
d   r      dwatche the southe n coastline with its cliffs an

 d r       rlighthouses isappea , until even the high summits nea
   d r d d   r  the south pole isappea e behin the ho izon. They

d    r  r  d r rha been sailing away f om thei home, an thei hea ts
d     d    d   ha been heavy. Solace coul only be foun in the

   r  d    r  company of the othe s, an in simple gestu es of
r   d  d   d    comfo t, a han hol ing the han of someone who

r d  r      c ie , o the gentle touch of a face.

 d d d r  d r   rThey ha aban one eve ything ea to them: thei
r r    r d  r  d  fo me life with the f ien ly gathe ings an the happy

   d r r  r r  d r dfeasts, the schools an lib a ies, thei wo k an eve y ay
r  d  d r d r    d  dcho es, an they ha tu ne thei back on the wi e lan

    d  r  r  with its many lakes an me es. Pe haps, leaving
 d     d   Atalantash ha been the most ifficult thing to
 r  r   d  r  d  accomplish eve , fo they love thei lan , they

r d  d  d     d d che ishe it, an the knowle ge that it was oome was
 rd r  reven ha e to bea .

d   d r d  d   r  La y In-Anna un e stoo the sa ness of he fellow
r     r  d    rvoyage s all too well, fo she ha also left someone ve y

d r  r d    dea to he behin . They all ha .
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 r  d      d  The weathe ha been fine, the waves ha been
 r  d    d  gently ising an falling, while the clou s accumulating
 d   d r d     rabove ha sometimes a kene the sea with thei

d     d   r  sha ows. But as they ha been app oaching the
r  r r  d   r  d   dequato , tempe atu es ha been ising, an it ha
   r     dalmost been too wa m to sleep below eck.

     r  rr     dAt the same time, a st ong cu ent in the ocean ha
 rr   rd  r rd  d  been ca ying them onwa s, no thwa s, an one

r   d d    d rmo ning, they ha foun themselves at fifteen eg ees
d   r r  d     r  dlatitu e, too fa no th an too close to the equato , an

r   d d  dr d    the e, the win ha completely oppe . Not even the
 r  d  d    d    dslightest b eeze ha fille the sails, an the sky ha

r d    r  d  r  esemble a metallic sheet p essing own f om above
     ron the glistening expanse of wate .

r   r  r  Fo tunately, the elect omagnetic p opulsion system
d   d  d   d  d  ha been well-maintaine , an they ha blesse the

  r d r d  d d   rtechnology which en e e them in epen ent of natu e
  d when it faile them.

   d rr d  r d   rAt last, they ha a ive at thei estination: a seapo t
  r    r  d  r   don the sho es of the weste n lan mass. The e, they ha

d r d    r     rdisemba ke with all thei luggage. Two among Lo
 r     d  r  dEn-Ki’s office s, his sons Nammu an Ne gal, ha

r   d  r  r  r r dpe sonally come own f om Hype space, o telepo te
r  r r r d  r d d d r  he e, o e-inca nate somehow, o escen e f om the

    r   r    Abzu which was a pa t of Hype space — with the
 r   d    d  r  Annunaki f om the ol lineage, one coul neve be

 r      d   rquite su e about these things. They ha come to g eet
 d   d    r  r  rd  them an to gui e them on thei t ek towa s the

  waiting space ships.
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 r  r  d d r  r d d  The th ee office s ha ten e ly emb ace La y Anta
 r    d   r d  rIn-Anna, f om whom they ha been sepa ate , eve

  d   d d  r     since she ha been exclu e f om the Abzu by an
 d runlawful ec ee.

 r   d      Then, afte one abun ant meal, the last feast on
   d  r    r   Planet Ki, the secon pa t of the jou ney began, this

    r  d r   time on foot. The efugees ha b ought luggage, bags,
r  d  r    r     c ates, an all so ts of small containe s, but this was not
 r  r  r    da p oblem fo thei weight-lifting machines an

r r r   d    r  rt anspo te units, an soon, all we e cou ageously
r d     dr  rt u ging on, in a long- awn-out ca avan.

 r   d r  r  r   dAt p esent, the el e ones we e st olling stately, an
r       r   dthei pace was slow, while the younge ones woul

r  r    d  r    saunte o even skip an scampe along. Despite a
  r       d  sense of u gency which they all felt, they ma e slow

r r  r   d   r   p og ess, fo they ha to wait fo the weakest among
     d r    them. It was essential that Nin ama , the woman with

d  d d    r    dchil , avoi e too much physical effo t. The height an
    r d   r  r  dsize of the Annunaki va ie , but thei ca avan hel

r  d    d   r   d  d  togethe , an the tall an the sho t, the ol an the
 r    r   r  d   young we e walking one afte the othe , an two by

   d  rtwo, in a win ing ow.

rd    d   r r rd  Lo En-Ki’s sons compose the ea -gua . The
  r  d  r     rhelmets on thei hea s we e full of magnetic mic o

r  d  d  d       spi als an spools, an it ma e them twice as tall as all
 r  d    d   the othe s, an when they intone the weight-lifting

  r  r d   d  chant, they we e fo mi able. Humming an chanting
d  r   r d   r   eep ha monics, they c eate a esonance with the

r  d   r r r  d elect omagnetic fiel of the t anspo te units, an this,
 r  r d    r d  d   rin tu n, inte acte with the cha ge fiel of thei
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   r   r    r  d rrhelmets. As a esult, they we e able to aise an ca y
   r  r   r  r  even the heaviest ca go, f om the pe sonal c ate to

r  r     r  r  whateve g anite stone slab was necessa y fo a
dbuil ing.

  r   d    Soon, the younge Annunaki joine in the singing
 r r r  d r  r d with thei clea e voices, an togethe they ma che on.

r    d r  d r r d dHoweve , only the eepe voices coul t igge an buil
   r  d   d  up the acoustic fo ce fiel s which enable levitation.
r r      d   rThe efo e, this was men’s business, an only the g own

 r   d r   r    rmen we e the buil e s in thei society. All othe
r  r   r d    dp ofessions we e equally sha e between men an

  d r   rwomen, except chil -bea ing, of cou se.

   r     r   rIt took them fou whole months to each the fi st
      d d  mountain slopes. In the evenings, they woul buil up a

r  d  r  d     r  r  rfi e an heat wate , an a pot of lentils o peas fo a ich
   d   r  r   rsoup. Then, they woul sing togethe , o tell sto ies

     r  r   until late in the night befo e w apping themselves in
r r   r   r     dthei the mal blankets fo a few hou s of sleep. At awn,
 d  r   r r they woul pack thei belongings, fill thei wate skins
 r  r  d  r  r  r  r  with f esh wate , an esume thei t ek ac oss the

d  d     d   un ulating lan s, while the men chante again the
  r r d  r d    acoustics which t igge e the fo cefiel s of the weight-

 lifting units.

      d r d  rr  dNot so long ago, Ea Anki ha cha te the te ain an
r d   r  r   r r  r  su veye the a ea f om space. The efo e, thei maps
r  r  d r d     we e accu ate an pe mitte them to pick the easiest

 r d  d     r  r d  path. G a ually, mea ows gave way to mo e a i , stony
r d  r    r d  dsh ublan s, whe e the uneven g oun sometimes ma e

    d    r  dthem stumble. It was aunting, but the st ong helpe
   r   the weak to ove come any obstacle.
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r   r   r d   r  Th ee weeks late , they eache the fi st mountain
 r         rslopes. F om then on, the hike went uphill, into egions

r  r  r  d d  r   d rwhe e f equent ainfalls ha allowe the g owth of a k
r  d  r  d r rt ees an a ich un e g owth.

  d     rr d   Eventually, one ay at noon, they a ive at the
r      r  rr d d   allying point. In a vast clea ing su oun e by high

r  r   r r  r  d  rconife ous t ees, mostly fi t ees, la ch an yew, seve al
 r    r   d   massive platfo ms with a squa e base seeme to fill the

   r    d  r d  whole space. Huge g anite stone slabs ha se ve to
r   r  d    d const uct these platfo ms, an the flat tops ha been

r  d    r     pe fectly levelle with atomic cutte s, so that not the
 r  rr d   rslightest aspe ity ma e the smooth su face.

r    d   rd   The e, the Annunaki behel them: Lo Ea En-Ki’s
    space ships. Real space ships!

d     r d r d   Poise on two of the t uncate py ami s, the jewels
 r    r   r  of thei ancient civilisation we e waiting fo the

r r      d  r  rt avelle s. The two gleaming metal isks we e clea ly
d    d r r  r d   outline against the a k-g een backg oun of the

r  d r r  r  d r d    ocky an ove g own ove hang an ea y to take flight.
r  r   d  r  r dThei hulls we e seamless an without ivets, p ovi ing

 d  r  r r ran i eal p otection fo thei passenge s.

       d  dIt was a moment of intense emotion, an it seeme
  d   r       that time stoo still, f ozen in the moment, as if the

r  d  r    rd  d   dunive se hel its b eath. Even the bi s ma e no soun
      r    in the quietness of noon. These we e the same ships

 d r    d r  d rwhich ha b ought the Annunaki un e the lea e ship
 rd          dof Lo Ea Enki to this planet, the planet which ha

r d   r    d   eceive its name f om them: Ki, an now, these same

11



 r    rr     rships we e going to ca y the Annunaki away f om
rEa th.

 d   rThey ha come full ci cle.

  r   d    The Annunaki f om Atalantash ha not seen such in
r   r  rd     d  thei lifetimes, fo Lo En-Lil’s space fleet ha been

r d d        rd de uce to just one functioning ship which he gua e
       d   jealously like the apple of his eye, an the magnetic

dr     d   r   r rives of his ship ha sometimes t ouble to pe fo m
r      r r  rd    nea the poles. Only his b othe , Lo Ea En-Ki, still

d  r  rowne fully ope ating spacec aft.

    d  r  d Until now, the Annunaki ha not eally believe that
 d    d  r   r   they woul leave Ki an t avel to anothe planet, but
   d     rnow, the eventuality ha become a tangible eality.
r  d   r d   d  Reve ently, an a little sca e , they touche the shiny
  d d    r   metal hulls an looke up at the towe ing vessels, these

  r r      d testimonies of thei glo ious past, as if they wante to
r r     r    eassu e themselves that they we e not an illusion.

    r     d r d Little by little, the est of the company wan e e into
 r    d  r d    the clea ing, filling it, an milling a oun in the sun, until

   r r  r d d      reven the last st aggle s t un le in. As soon as all we e
r     d     rd  p esent — no one ha gone missing — Lo En-Ki

d   r   d  d  r   d rcontacte his th ee sons an calle fo an out oo s
meeting.

  r    r    dWhen the ai lock of the nea est space ship opene ,
  d r rthe Annunaki hel thei b eath.

r    rd    rThe e he was! Lo Ea En-Ki in Pe son!

  r d   d     rAs he appea e in the sha ow of the open ai lock,
  r       r  rAnta In-Anna’s hea t leapt with joy. A sigh ose f om
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d   r   d    r r  eep within he as she looke at him in aptu e. Ooh,
   d d how much she ha misse him!

r d    r  d  dOve awe , the Annunaki emig ants bowe own
d  r d  dr d     eeply. Neve ha they eame of meeting one of the

r   d       d r  rhe oes of ol in the flesh, one of the legen a y figu es
     r    r dof the beginning, at that! Befo e the tall, black-hai e

   r  r    d  d d dman with the powe ful au a, who just ha escen e
r        f om the Abzu — the cosmic sea, —   r  they felt ve y small

d an insignificant.

r  d    d  rdAnothe man hel himself two steps behin him: Lo
 r     rd  d    Anki’s fi st son on Ki, Lo Nin Gishzi a, who was almost

    r    d   d  ras tall as his fathe . No one ha seen Nin Gishzi a fo
      r    d such a long time that the memo y of him ha almost

d d  r  d   r d d rfa e into g eyness. Nowa ays, he esi e pe manently
 r   r   d r d  r r  in Hype space, but fo his en ange e b eth en, the

  d r d rAnnunaki, he ha telepo te he e.

r  r        dDu ing thei long voyage on the ship, Anta ha
d  d  r  d  d dexplaine what awaite the pionee s, an she ha tol

     d   d   them that it was Nin Gishzi a who woul pilot the
d   r   r  secon space vessel. Fo the Annunaki emig ants, this

 r r   d  d d r    was anothe he o of ol who ha steppe ight out of a
dlegen .

  r  d   d    d  rdIn the He e an the Now an not in any legen , Lo
 d  r        En-Ki stoo still fo a moment in the open hatch of his

 d r d r     rspaceship an sc utinize thei faces. His gaze was fa -
r  d  d   r  r  r   deaching an seeme to sea ch thei ve y souls, an

 d  r r many ha to lowe thei eyes.
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   r    d r d r d‘What is the colou of his eyes?’ Nin ama won e e .
 r  r     d    ‘They a e ce tainly not blue like La y In-Anna’s, but they

r    ra e not black eithe .’

  r  r     r d“His eyes a e b ight, almost flaming!” she whispe e
 r d to he husban Nungi.

“Hush!”

 d r    r   Nungi motione he to keep silent, fo he was loath
    rd      to lose even one wo of what this almost mythical

r  d  r   d  r  dP ince announce . Afte all, he ha come f om Anga ,
 r d  r d  r  rthe c a le wo l of thei whole ace!

 r  rd  d   r  At p esent, Lo En-Ki’s eep voice ang out:

“Shilim  — Peace”.

 d r   r d  d    His emeanou was f ien ly an his speech was
  r r  meant to eassu e them.

  d  d  d   These men an women ha all consente to leave the
  d       rplanet Ki an to establish themselves on the oute
 d    r planets an moons of the sola system.

  r r  d  d r d    “I salute you cou age, an I un e stan that this is a
  r  r  r r      moment of f agility fo you. The efo e, l am going to tell

   d r r  d r d   you about the hea qua te s an st onghol s that the
  d  d       rAnnuna of ol ha built, those who have come he e

r  r  d   r d   d r  df om ou istant home wo l , the legen a y Anga …
d  r   r   r rAn these a e not ou only living qua te s…”

   d rd r d  r r d  r r  Long ago, he ha o e e to epai an to esto e the
d d d r r d d     amage un e g oun wellings on Planet Lahmu, the

    r   d  d  rsixth planet of the sola system, an nowa ays, mo e
 r  dr d d   rd  r  than th ee hun e an fifty Annunaki Lo s we e living
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r   r  d d  d r r d   the e in fou exten e un e g oun cities, well-
r d    d d  r d  r  p otecte against any ea ly a iation f om the

cosmos.

 r    r r d   d“In fou places, we have esto e the spinning ouble
  r d  r  r  r  wheels which p o uce a tificial g avity, the eby keeping

  r   d     d dthe oxygen whe e we nee it. Sometimes, the ea ly
r d   d r  d     a iation almost isappea s, an then, we can even

r  d  r     r    rventu e outsi e fo a while. Of cou se, we also g ow
r  d   d r   d  M r  ce eals an vegetables un e the omes. o e than

     r     d enough space is available to eve y one of you, an you
 d   dshall fin all you nee .”

  d  r rd  r   Anta In-Anna move fo wa th ough the listening
r d rd   r   r  d rc ow towa s the spacec aft. Passing nea Nin ama ,

 r d  r rshe whispe e into he ea :

  r      d“He has g ey eyes with flecks of in igo!”

  d    dd r d dThen she climbe up the metal la e an positione
r   rd   d    r    rhe self at Lo En-Ki’s left si e. What a elief to be nea

    d r d    r  him again! All anguish isappea e at once, fo only
  d    d  d    with him coul she feel safe, an she wante to be in his

r  d  d   da ms an be console like a chil .

      r  d r   dBut this was not the time, fo they ha wo k to o,
r  r     d u gent wo k. So, she just sai quietly:

r       d  “Du ing the voyage, these people have aske me all
    r  r   d  d   the time about the easons fo the floo , an I have

 d   r  r   r  always explaine it ationally. Howeve , they a e not
dsatisfie …”

      r d“Tell them what you think!” he answe e .
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 d d   d d   r  She a vance a step an stoo immobile in f ont of
  r      r  d d the open ai lock, blinking in the sun, fo she nee e a

  r r    dmoment to gathe he thoughts. Then, she exclaime :

  r   r r     “Yes, hostile powe s, the ule s of this planet, have
r  r  d r      w itten ha mful ec ees against us, the Annunaki! Yes,

 d r r  r     rone isaste afte the othe has befallen us! Ki —Ea th
  r d    d  r   — has tu ne against us! It woul be safe to live off-
r dwo l !”

r  r d    He voice t ansmitte the passion she felt.

 r   d r    d  “Of cou se, hostile ec ees can only hol when they
r     r d  d    dag ee with the physical wo l an its laws an

r    r r      p obabilities. If you p efe to use the language of
    r      r science, you can also a gue that the path of ou whole

r   r   d r     r dsola system is f aught with ange , since it is th ea ing
  r d   r    d its way a oun the galactic equato , weaving in an out
 r    d  d r  r   rof each of the ense, ionize st eams f om the cent e.
         r  No less than 154 000 suns inhabit the galactic co e, but

 r  r  d r  d d   r   d rmost a e b own wa fs an o not p esent any ange .
r   d   r   r  d  dHoweve , the thousan s of b ight, blue sta s o! An

  r  r    r  r   what is mo e: ight in the cent e, th ee gigantic suns
  d   r   exist, huge plasmoi s which a e igniting the

rr d    d   r  r  rsu oun ing plasma — an they a e eal monste s,
d  r   r  r  d   ionize vo tices which a e fo ty thousan to sixty

d  r r      thousan times la ge than Ki’s yellow sun! These suns
r  d      d  r a e sen ing lethal volleys of ions an plasma ou way!

r    d d    Regula ly! It has happene an it shall happen again!”

 d      She looke at them, beseechingly, wanting them to
 r  d r   r  dr d  rbelieve he , an mo e than th ee hun e people we e
   r   r r  looking back at he , waiting fo he to continue.
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 r  d    r   ‘Oh, g eat Go , what a esponsibility!’ She silently
          rthought. ‘It is weighing on me. Am I using the ight

rd      r    r dwo s? Yet, they cannot stay he e…’ So, she esume :

  r    r  d d  d d r“Yes, these st eams of ions a e ea ly an ange ous,
d   d d  d r ran they have estabilize comets an othe meteo ites
r    r     r   r  mo e than once, w eaking havoc on Ki. He e, we a e too

d   r      r  expose in ou cities built on the su face. When
d       r  r   combine with the ill will of the uling powe s, this has

r   r r rcatast ophic consequences fo ou ace!”

     r    rShe saw that the Annunaki we e shaken by he
rdwo s.

r r   r    rd    r“The efo e, I epeat: Leave with Lo En-Ki to safe
   r  d  d  r   rheavens! To Lahmu whe e omes an laye s of ocks

r    r  r d    p otect us! To ou st onghol s on Lahmu’s moons,
r   r  d d   d r whe e we a e well-shiel e against any ange coming

r  f om space!”

 d   d  d d  d  She steppe back an iffi ently touche Nin
d  d    r      rGishzi a’s han in a g eeting, whilst he put his a m

r d r d r    ra oun he shoul e with an affectionate gestu e.

  r d  Ea En-Ki esume his speech:

 d r d   d      “I un e stan that the ecision to leave Ki has been
d  r   d d r  r r difficult, fo you have aban one you life, you f ien s

d r         an you homes, knowing that this is a voyage of no-
r retu n.

          But now, in the face of a looming cataclysm which is
r     d    d r     ce tain to come — an oh! How I eplo e it! — a new

      rd  r  rtask awaits each one of you: safegua ing ou cultu e
d   d   d       an maintaining the knowle ge of ol ! It is a task that is
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r    d      easie to accomplish outsi e of Ki, because life has
 r  d r  rbecome ve y ange ous he e.”

 d  d  d  r   He pause … an then aske the c ucial question, the
   question of all questions:

      d r     “Who wants to come with me an sta t a new life on
 r d the e planet?”

M       d  r   dost chose to leave. Yes, they hope fo a goo
r   r  r d    d r  rfutu e on anothe wo l . Finally, joy fille thei hea ts,

d  r  r  d r   r d  ran they we e eage to iscove this new wo l . F om
    r d  r  dthis moment on, most emb ace thei estiny

r dwholehea te ly.

 d r     r  d d  rOnly Nin ama who was by now ve y a vance in he
r  r d  d r r  p egnancy, he husban , an fou othe couples, those

 r  d   dr   r r  r rr dwho we e hol ing small chil en in thei a ms, p efe e
 r    d  r     r  to emain on Ki an to ca ve out a living nea the lake
      r    on the high plateau of this southe n continent. This lake

  d        d    was as wi e as the sea, one of the eepest of Planet Ki,
d r    d    r  an ce tainly, the highest, an on its steep sho es, they

d  r  r    dwoul be secu e f om the coming floo .

r   d r d   d d rSeve al communities ha al ea y been foun e the e
    rd     dd   dwith the help of Lo Ea En-Ki. In a ition, he ha

r d     r      p omise to come back f om time to time with new
d  d r      see s an inst uctions of how to plant them.

 r   r   d r   r r d“All ma itime cities a e in ange !” He mu mu e
rr d       d  d  wo ie ly to Anta who was now stan ing besi e him.
d   r     r   “An you must wa n as many of ou people as possible,

  on all continents!”
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 d       d  The oubt on Anta’s face was obvious, an he
d    r     r d  d hesitate . He was awa e that she was sca e , an that

 d d        she i not wish to stay without him on Ki.

“Nu ni   r    r   d  — no fea ! I shall p otect you. An you shall
 teach them!”

 r  d    r  d  r dHe since ely believe this to be t ue, an she t uste
  rin his st ength.

r  r  r   d  r   Afte this, eve y efugee was allotte a be th on one
     d   d   of the two space ships an the final exo us began. Each

 d r r      r  dspaceship coul t anspo t as many as fifty settle s, an
 r  r  d  r   r r  since seve al t ips woul be necessa y to t anspo t them

    d   r    all to Lahmu, it woul take th ee weeks to evacuate
 them all.

    r  r  r     When the two ships ose fo the fi st time, a hush fell
r     r  d  r    ove all those who we e stan ing the e. Only a slight

  d       r  d hum was au ible when the lights began to tu n an to
     r  d    dr  rspin, a sign that the fo ce fiel s of the ives we e

d   d   r d d   rbuil ing up an the plasma p o uce in the co e.

      d   rThen, the ships of the Annunaki climbe into the ai .
r    r d   r  Fo a moment, they hove e above the clea ing, silently.

  d r   d r d   rNext, they incline thei axis an soa e with a thi ty-
d r      r d  rd  reg ee angle. High up they soa e , towa s mo ning

 r d  d r d  rthey ace , an thei spee was b eath-taking.

    r      It was a sight f om the Annunaki’s past, when space
 r    d    d  r  ships we e still coming an going to an f om this

planet.
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       r  d d It was also the sight of the futu e an woul become
r    r   r   familia to those who we e leaving, fo space flight was

 r   r d   d   a pa t of eve y ay life outsi e of Ki.

  r d  r r r  d  Soon, they eache the uppe st atosphe e, an in an
  r       instant, they we e silently floating in space. The planet

d  r    r  r   lighte up f om the east, whe e mo ning was coming.
 r d      d   rLights sp inkle the night like lamps, an they we e

   d  d  r   signs of the well-illuminate cities own the e. Signs of
 r     d dlife. We e these cities all oome ?

       r   But the immensity of the all put eve ything else into
r   r   d d  r d  pe spective. What we e they, in ee , compa e to the
den less?

      r r  rAll too soon came the last hea t-w enching o bit
r d     r  r      a oun Planet Ki — Ea th, thei home! — like a last

    r d    d  salute to a beautiful wo l which they woul always
  r  r  d  r  d  rlove… Silent tea s an own thei faces, an they we e

 d    r d   d not ashame of them. They ealize that they woul feel
 r  r   homesick fo a ve y long time.

          The Annunaki left. In what was but an instant in the
 r   r  planet’s histo y, they we e gone.

 r    d  r   Within th ee weeks, all foun sanctua y on the
r     r d   d  neighbou ing planet, Lahmu, the e one... an they

   began a new life.

***
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  r  r  d r r      Six weeks afte thei epa tu e, as if on cue, the
 r    d   r  r  cataclysm st uck planet Ki, an the monste f om the

       d   r  sea came: The Wave of all waves, an it b ought the
d   dFloo of all legen s.

 d       r  The fun ament of the gigantic ice sheet cove ing a
r r   r   d r d  qua te of the southe n continent ha sta te to melt,

d    r  d d rd    an soon, the whole glacie sli ownwa s as fast as
 d  r  d  d     the soun t avels an plummete into the sea. The

dd     r r d r    su en lift of weight t igge e seve al seismic pulses on
  d   d   d  the continent an in the eep sea, an the combination
d    d  rma e the ocean be itself c ack.

   r        Waves upon waves we e let loose as if the sluices of
 d  d  d   r   r  the eep opene , an the waves we e sea monste s on

 ra ampage.

 r  d   r  d   The esulting floo was me ciless, an it was
rd rmu e ous.

  r     r  d It set f ee unimaginable amounts of ene gy, an the
     d    r  daxis of Ki itself was unhinge . The whole Ea th bowe ,
 r d d d      rthen st aightene an bowe again, as if it was g eeting

  d  r  r d    r rDeath who ha come fo the my ia s of little c eatu es
    r   r    inhabiting the planet, thus bet aying the t ust of all its

r        life-fo ms among whom one must count the Annunaki.
  d  r     d   The axis stoope fou times in all, an the planet’s

 d d rr      magnetic shiel flippe e atically. When it came to a
d    r    d   stan still, two weeks late , its tilt stabilize at 23.5

d r   d r    reg ees, 1.6 eg ees less than befo e.

  r  r r d     Eventually, the wate s et eate , but most cities of
  d       dr dthe Annunaki ha sunk below sea level. Five hun e

d   d   d  dr d  an fifty-six thousan Annunaki ha owne , eighty
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r   r     d  r dpe cent of thei whole population, which ha al ea y
 r  d d      been so ely iminishe by the last cataclysm, a

d d r  dr d r  r r   thousan an th ee hun e yea s ea lie . The ancient
d  d d d d   d r d  d rknowle ge ha fa e an all but isappea e , an thei

   d  d   r d civilisation — which ha spanne the whole wo l —
d  r d d   r  r  ha been e uce to nothingness. Thei wise cultu e of

 d r    renlightenment an lea ning was no mo e…

  r  r d  r  d r  d Only small g oups su vive he e an the e, an on
        d d dthe high plains of all continents, those who ha hee e
 r  d  r  d   rd  the wa nings an the p ophecies ma e by Lo En-Ki

d   d   d d  ran his family, an those who ha accepte to elocate
  r  to the neighbou ing planet.

 r r   r  d d  d d  The su vivo s wept fo the ea , an toile while they
r d   r d  d  r d  r  r d  d  dt ie to ebuil , an mou ne thei f ien s an love

 d  d   r r   ones, an they vowe to keep thei memo ies alive. It
      d  r    d  was the last song of a ying cultu e. In the en , they

d d   d   r  d    d d  ie too, an the memo ies an the songs ie with
them.

d   r  d r r d  d   An the la ge un e g oun wellings with the
d    d    sophisticate ventilation shafts woul just be empty

 r  r     d r rhalls fo ghosts whe e no living soul woul eve b eathe
d  an walk again.

 r d  r r d   The wo l -spanning powe g i which the Annunaki
d r d     r d ha const ucte on Ki, using huge, qua tz-fille stone

 r    d  d   blocks fo the massive buil ings, woul be even
   d  r  d   dfunctioning in the istant futu e, an still be stan ing

d   r     d   thousan s of yea s hence, but the knowle ge of its
r  d  r   r   d pu pose woul be fo gotten. Its ve y existence woul be
 r no longe known.
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 d  r   d r  People woul be sta ing with won e at Cyclopean
 d     r  r  rmonuments an believe them to be alta s, o tombs, o

   d       temples, but they woul be unable to link them to the
   r  r d r    dpoints of the ea th g i whe e a magnetic iscontinuity

 d    r  r    dwas buil ing up an elect ic cha ge. The Annunaki ha
r d   r   r r   dr   rha nesse this powe to echa ge the ives of thei

   r      space ships, but late , only a few unconventional souls
d    r   d dwoul believe that a space-fa ing civilisation ha existe
 long ago.

  d r d d d r d r rNothing but efo me an isto te ememb ances
d r     d   r  rwoul emain of the Annunaki, an this glo ious ace
 d  r   d  r  r   r  who ha b ought life an lea ning f om the sta s to

r  d  Ea th woul become myth.

   r d  r r   r d   dIt was a t age y g eate than any t age y which ha
d rhappene befo e.

  d   d r d    dOnly En-Ki an his family ha t ie to save lives, an
 r   r     d r dwith thei help, a emnant of the Annunaki ha su vive .

  r  r   r  d  r dBut the uling powe s of Hype space ha not suppo te
 d r d      d rhim, an neithe ha the faction of the Annunaki un e

 r    r r    r d the ule of Anki’s b othe En-Lil. They even esente Ea
 r    r    Anki’s inte vention, with the esult that he was

r d d d r d     d  ost acise an slan e e . In time, he an Anta In-Anna
d  r d  d r  r    woul be pe ceive as is eputable pe sons not to be

d     d associate with, people to be punishe even.

  d   d    r  r Ea Anki an his family woul pay a heavy p ice fo the
r  d    succou they ha lent to the Annunaki…
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Descent into the Dark Ages
Dark Plots

  r  d   r    Anta In-Anna U iah ha come back f om the Abzu —
r  r   rd    d r  o Hype space, a wo which aptly esc ibes the

     M   d d vastness of the cosmic sea. uch time ha passe since
r    r  r r        he last passage on Ea th. Fo he , it was a new life, as if
  r  she was bo n anew.

  d d   d r    r But she nee e to have i ect contact with he family,
d r   M r r   r  d   r ran he sons. o eove , she t uly wishe to p ese ve

     d   d    what was left of the knowle ge of ol , of the ancient
d  d        rwis om, an of the ways of past times, which ce tainly
r  r  d   d r  rwe e mo e enlightene than the mo e n supe stitious
rmo es.

    d    d d  rShe came to teach, an teach she i , impa ting
r  r  r   r     r rsec ets, t avelling f om one count y to the next, o f om
 one Kur  r d     r r  — py ami — to the stone obse vato y next-

d r  d d d    d  oo , an con ucte initiations of young isciples who
d rr   r r    r   woul ca y on, afte he . Aset was he new name, the

  d  d d  r   d     done she ha a opte fo this, an as Aset, she ha
r d   d d d  r   r   dgathe e a e icate g oup of followe s, who woul

r    r  r  d  rr    swa m out to othe egions an ca y the flame of
d   r  r   d rknowle ge to whe e the e was a kness.
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d    r      Knowle ge, what a f agile flame it was! How easily
    d     d d the gusts of violence coul snuff it out! Its see ha to

 r d d d d   r  be p otecte an ten e like a f agile plantling.

 r  r   rr r    dSymbols we e ve y efficient ca ie s of meaning, an
r r  d d     r he g oup evise many ways to convey thei messages
 r  r  r d    d rby sculptu e, eliefs ca ve into walls, songs, an sto ies.
r d    r  r   He knowle ge of the evolving, geomet ic shapes, so

   d r    d d d r typical of the min patte ns Ea Anki ha stu ie fo such
   r d   r   r  a long time, p ove to be ve y useful fo this task.

r   r  d  d  r   r rAfte the G eat Floo , isolate g oups of su vivo s
d r    r  d r  d  r  ha ebuilt small towns, he e an the e, an a g oup of

 d d    r   rAnnunaki ha settle in the mountains no th of Nib u-
 r  r   d d    Ki, f om whe e they ha salvage many of the ancient

 d   r d  r    tools, an even const ucte fou cities with stone
d  d     d r r d rbuil ings an a whole system of un e g oun chambe s

d rr d r      r  r an co i o s. Constant flows of ions f om oute space
d        r  rha been assailing the genes of all living o ganisms, fo
  d r  d  r  r r the last thousan yea s, an the fea of fu the genetic

d   r r  d  r d r r damage was eve p esent. Fin ing shelte un e g oun
d      r  ha become an obsession. But the su viving Annunaki
d  d  r rd   r r  r   ha plante o cha s with f uit-bea ing t ees on the
r   d  r  d    d dsu face above, an ba ley an wheat still yiel e

 rbountiful c ops.

 r   d d    rYet, eal happiness elu e them, because thei
r  r  r d  d d    rnumbe s we e g a ually win ling. Even though seve al

  d  d r r d r     of the Ol Ones ha etu ne f om the Abzu like Anta,
  dr  r  r    ralmost no chil en we e bo n to them anymo e.

 d d     r  d  The ol bloo lines of the Annunaki we e ying out!
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r   d d  r d   Thei human escen ants emaine , those whose
 d dr  r d   lifespan ha amatically sho tene when the magnetic

d    d  r  d   r  r  fiel of Ki ha b oken own. But thei fe tility was
r       d  d  d stagge ing in the eyes of the ol ones, an it seeme to

  r  d   r   them that natu e wante to compensate fo the loss of
life.

          In this context, Anta was one of the few women who
d r  r      r d  d rha ecently bo ne a son in a wo l which espe ately

d d r   d   d r  nee e enewal. She ha become a covete p ize, she
   d r  r  r    rwas an asset, an necessa y fo the su vival of the oyal
 r     r d  rline. Fo emost among those who conspi e against he
 r      r  was he cousin Utu whose new name fo this life-time
  d       r rwas Shamash, an who was by now the chosen inhe ito

  d  of the Ol Ones …

    r   r  d   Long ago, long ago, befo e the G eat Floo , in the
r  d    r      d glo ious ays of the fi st city-states on Ki, he ha been

r    r  r r     rc ouching on a g assy p omonto y at the sea sho e.
r      d  d   rF om this vantage point, he ha watche them. F om

  d r d  d  d d  dabove, he ha obse ve , an he ha misse no etail.
  r     d   d  rNo one eve knew that he ha been stan ing the e
r  r    reve y mo ning, waiting. Wanting he .

  d  r  d     On the san y sho e own below, the tall, black-
r d   d    d  d   hai e man an his companion ha steppe into the

r d      d  light-sp inkle blue of the sea. They ha been laughing,
r     r  r  d  eaching out to each othe , unning, an splashing in

  r    r  r    dthe shallow wate . In the ea ly mo ning sun, they ha
r d  dr   d   r   emb ace , ipping wet, bea s of wate glistening on

r     r     dthei skin. The sun’s eflections on the waves ha
rr d d       d  rsu oun e them with a halo of light an with spa kling

r dr  d  d d     silve oplets, an it ha seeme as if the light came
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r  r       dfo th f om them. The woman’s sensuous shape ha
  d r   rbeen a splen ou in the mo ning.

      Happiness. Innocent joy, sensuous joy. Soon they
r       r  r d  d d we e to give in to the pleasu e, imme se , shiel e by
 r r  d r  rthe wate f om in isc eet onlooke s.

 d Ea an Anta.

 d r    r    Utu’s esi e became obsessive. F om then on, he
d d d  d  d      plotte an planne … An acte , as soon as the two

r  r r d  r    r    dlove s etu ne f om the Abzu. Seve al times, he ha
 d d  d  r  r   r  r  almost succee e an to n he away f om he mate.
      d  Almost. Because each time, his schemes ha been

r d    d   r  r    thwa te . Once, he ha come ve y nea to killing his
r       r  r   dival in a fit of insane age. Unfo tunately, En-Ki ha

r d d   rsu vive espite his inju ies.

     d  r   r  dBut this he knew: he woul t y to conque an
d      r  d     sub ue the woman until the ve y en , even if the man

d  d  r       d d   ha to ie fo this, even if she also… he i not finish the
thought.

  r  d d dr d r   dThen, the G eat Floo ha owne thei cities an
 d   r   r   d  almost wipe out thei whole ace. But instea of

r   r    d  r db inging them togethe , the cataclysm ha inc ease
 d r  r       r Utu’s esi e fo this woman — the only one fo him!

 d   d One ay, he acte again.

 d  d    r  r    She ha been stan ing in the squa e oom of a low
d   d  r   r dbuil ing with white-washe walls, whe e she p ojecte

r   r d r   r    d  pictu es of sac e geomet y in f ont of an au ience of
 d      r  rtwenty isciples. The main subject of he teachings we e

r  r   r  r r resonance patte ns which natu ally appea eve ywhe e
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 r  r        rin natu e, f om the smallest atom up to the la gest
galaxy.

 r    r  r  The afte noon sun was st eaming th ough the
d  d  r  d r d   rwin ows, an a f esh win ustle in the ove hanging

r  d   r d  d b anches outsi e, while thei sha ows painte moving
r      d  r   dpatte ns on the wall. A potte cit us plant complete

 r   r  d r  the imp ession of se enity an gene al well-being.

    d r r  At that moment, the oo bu st open.

 dr     r d  r d A squa on of eight heavily a me men cha ge into
  r  rr d d   d  d  rthe school oom, su oun e the stu ents an thei

r  d r  d   r teache , an expe tly blocke the only othe exit

 d   d r  d  d  d  “Sit own!” The lea e snappe an pointe his
d r r   rd       is upte weapons towa s Anta. He was a captain in

 r  rdUtu’s pe sonal gua .

         “Nothing shall happen to you if you all keep quiet!
  rd r    d    r  We have o e s to take La y Aset In-Anna U iah with

us!”

  r   d    r  “This is out ageous! What o you want f om me?”
  d d r   r   dAnta’s voice soun e ang y, but he waxen face belie

r r  dhe ai of confi ence.

 dd  r    r d  d d dThe su en int usion of these a me men kin le ol
r    r   d   r r dmemo ies of a simila event, an the emembe e

r  d   r  r  dt auma heightene the emotional st ain. Fea , ice-col ,
r  r       gut-w enching fea was what she felt! At that moment,

   r  d   d  she knew that he uncle an cousin still insiste on the
d d r   rr d r   d d r ol ec ee, that ho i uling which comman e he to

rr    r    d  ma y Utu, to ensu e the continuation an legitimacy of
 his line.
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rd   d r  rd   r r“Lo Shamash, son an hei of Lo En-Lil, the ule
   rd     d r   of the planet acco ing to the ancient ec ee, has given

rd r  r    o e to esco t you to him!”

 r    r  d  d  rAnta’s hea t leapt in he chest, an it seeme to he
  d  that it misse a beat.

   d r  r d r rOne of the sol ie s g abbe he a m.

   d    d r    “This is an ab uction! Don’t you a e touch me! I
     r d r  rshall accompany you without feeling you i ty finge s

          r  r  on me. But if you insist on taking me by fo ce, o if you
r     d    r  d r  ha m any of my isciples, I shall sc eam an esist until

    r r   d  you knock me unconscious, o hu t me, an then, King
  d  d   d    dAnu himself woul con emn you! An he is stan ing
    d     r rhigh above my uncle an my cousin in the hie a chy!”

    d   r  d r d“Please come with me, La y Aset,” thei lea e sai
  d     r   d  r  calmly. “We o not want to hu t you, an we a e just

 rd rfulfilling o e s.”

     r  rr d d Resistance is impossible when you a e su oun e by
d r   r     d  sol ie s pointing thei lethal weapons at you, an so, no
 r done esiste .

  r d rd   r r   d d dAnta was ushe towa s an ai c aft which ha lan e
  r  d  d  r   r   in the nea by fiel , behin a g oup of t ees. The men
r  r  d     r  dr  we e unning, an by now, they we e agging Anta

  r  r   d  d  d   ralong by fo ce, fo she ha stumble , an they we e
r d  rd  r    d  rr  af ai of Lo En-Ki’s a my which was boun to a ive at

  any moment, soon.

     d r d  rThe council of the Annunaki ha att ibute this pa t
  r     rd  d   of the egion to Ea Anki, Lo En-Ki, an his whole clan
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d   d  d     an family stoo behin him. When something was
r    r d  dse iously amiss, they info me him imme iately.

 r   d  d r d   rdOf cou se, the stu ents ha ale te the city gua s
d     rd  d  r  ran sent a message to Lo En-Ki, an a gene al ala m

 d d  d   r    dwas soun e , imme iately. The eaction was swift, an
    r  r d rd  d d rless than ten minutes late , a me gua s an sol ie s

r d rd      r d conve ge towa s Utu’s men who quickly ealize that
 r   r dthey we e vastly outnumbe e .

r  r  d     dHoweve , thei captain an two of his men manage
 r   d     r  dto g ab Anta, an although she was w ithing an

   d    d r  fighting like a wil cat, biting, kicking, an sc eaming at
   r    r d r  r   the top of he lungs, they fo ce he b utally into the

r r    d     d  ai c aft. Then, they slamme the hatch shut an took
  r  r d  doff, leaving thei five com a es behin .

  r  r d r  r  d r  rr dThe five emaining int u e s we e i ectly a este
d    d      an taken into custo y. Among them was a young

r d     rd  d g an son of Nun Lil, Lo En-Lil’s belove wife.

***

   “This is an insult!”

 r   d r    rAnki’s ange was white-hot an bu ning in his hea t.
  r     d  d  This was mo e than just a iplomatic inci ent! These
 d r d r  d r d     men an thei lea e s ha t ample the Law, one of the
r   r rpilla s of thei cultu e.

   r  r  “They have taken he again f om me!”
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r     r  d  d r  r rTu moil was in his hea t, an he coul ba ely est ain
 rhis out age.

     r  d   r d  r  This was an act of wa , an Anki fea e fo Anta’s
  r r d  r      r rsafety. He emembe e fa too well how his b othe s

d        d  r d  ran nephews — his own family! — ha ha me he ,
d r  r      d  du ing anothe life-time, when those she love an
r d d r d r r   r  rt uste ha inju e he g ievously. Alas, st ong imp ints

  r    d d  r  in the patte ns of Time ten e to epeat themselves…

      d  r   Oh, what anguish he now felt! An how ang y he was,
    r r      d  not only at his b othe , but also at himself, an his voice

r d     r   d  r d  esonate in the hall whe e he ha eceive the
r    dinfo mation as he shoute :

 d  r  “I shoul have fo eseen this!”

    r r    r  d He knew Iti En-Lil’s fo t ess to be imp egnable, an if
r     r       eve he was to conque it by means of his own

 r r   d     rtechnological supe io ity, it woul cost the lives of fa
      r  d   d  too many of his people. Any victo y woul be a efeat in

r      d dte ms of loss of life an bloo .

           Only one way was open to him. He sent a message to
    d d   r d  King Anu. Then, he ialle the public a io channel.

 r       r d  An offe to negotiate on an open a io channel
d r         woul fo ce his enemies to behave with civility, at least

 r  r  r    d r in appea ance. Afte all, thei public image was ea to
 r r d   d  r  rhis b othe an nephew. They ha plans fo the futu e

  d   d d   r rdof Ki, an these plans nee e a spotless eco .

   r  r   r  r rd “But I am pe fectly awa e that thei spotless eco is
    r d r   d just a fake!” he utte e g imly between clenche teeth.
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     r    “I shall make them an offe which they cannot
refuse…”

***

M   d     rd  eanwhile, Anta ha been taken to Lo En-Lil’s
r d      r    d  r st onghol , the last one to emain in his han s, fo his

 M r  d   r  r r   rnephew a -Duk an his othe b othe Shin Nanna
d   r  d  d d    ha effectively ove taken an sub ue most of the

r  dnea by lan s.

   r d    r dThen, the negotiations sta te , while Anta emaine
r d    d d  r     imp isone in a shiel e chambe . It was a public

r r  d    d  d   ba te ing, an the Annunaki listene avi ly. What a
dscan al!

  d  rd    d   r rIn the en , Lo Iti En-Lil accepte his b othe ’s
r   d  r r r d   p oposal: His etention fo he f ee om. An exchange!

rd       r  d Lo En-Lil was known to keep his p omises an vows.

  r d   r d   r  d“No!” Utu sc eame . He sc eame his age an
d respe ation.

       d   At the instant he thought to be hol ing the much-
d r       d  covete p ize in his palm… she was snatche again out

  dof his han s!

  r r d r   r  d d “Yes!” His fathe answe e fi mly. He ce tainly i not
r   r d   rd r   tole ate anyone cont a icting his o e s. “En-Ki has
r d    r  r r    r  roffe e to become ou p isone in exchange fo he

 d r r d  d   r r  safety an he f ee om! An since my b othe has taken
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   r  d   r  r d  hostage five of you men, inclu ing my oyal g an son, I
 dhave accepte !”

   r  d    d“But I want he , an not him!” Utu yelle .

 d  r  r r    He coul not muste any self- est aint. No one was
d    rd   d    allowe to yell at Lo En-Lil unpunishe , but at that

  d     r  d  moment, he coul not contain his ange , an quite
r r   r r d uncha acte istically, his fathe emaine calm.

        r   d“Now is not the time. You shall have he one ay.
   r   d r     Have I not w itten this ec ee into the Tablets of

        Destiny? But things must fall into place by themselves…
  d r rYou have acte p ematu ely!”

 r d       d d   Utu sta e at him balefully, but he i not insist.
 r  rd   r d d r r d  Without anothe wo , he tu ne an et eate to his

r  r rp ivate qua te s.

     d   r“I have not even been allowe to see he !”

 d     d    r  He woul have to think an make plans, fo he
r  d d  r    r   ce tainly i not t ust in Destiny, o things falling into

      r   d place all by themselves. In his expe ience, you ha to
r rd     r  M   labou ha to ply fate to you will. aybe, his cousin

M r  d    r    a -Duk woul be able to sha e some useful insights,
d       d    an help him achieve his goal an to satisfy his

   obsession: to own In-Anna!

  d    rr d  d r dThe next ay, Ea Anki a ive alone an una me .

 r d    r   rd  dHe appea e out of nowhe e, without gua s, an
  r  d r       d without his p ivate gli e , but he was no fool, an he

 r   r   d   was wea ing his p otective tunic an boots which
d    d   d r r  maintaine a movable shiel . No is upte weapon

d r  coul ha m him.
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  d    r d   Sullenly, Utu waite in the backg oun while his
r  rd  r d      ddfathe ’s gua s ve ifie that no weapon was hi en

d r         d run e Ea Anki’s blue cloak. A simple metal etecto
d  r   r     rsuffice fo this. Du ing the exchange of fo mal

r   d d     d d dg eetings, Utu i not listen, but he watche an note
r  d  d d   r   r  eve y etail an ma e an invento y of eve y weakness.

 r  r    d   How effo tlessly powe ful his enemy move ! But he,
 d     r  r  Utu, woul take that seemingly easy cont ol f om him!

 d  d r   d  d  r r  He woul est oy that han some bo y fo eve ! He
d        dwoul take away his enemy’s potency which ha

d   r    dr    allowe him to fathe so many chil en, while he, the
r  r  d     d   dC own P ince, ha none! But only until to ay. This woul

      change as soon as he took In-Anna!

  d  r     d  No one coul hea his thoughts, he believe , since
 r    r  r  d  the sc eams of his self- ighteous w ath existe only
d   d    d d    insi e his hea , while he in ulge himself in a fantasy
r   d  r  rrwhe e he mutilate his ival ho ibly.

 r  d r r  r     d dOf cou se, is upte s we e useless on a shiel e
r      r    pe son, but he knew of othe lethal weapons which

   r  d  r  dmight affect any pe son, shiel , o no shiel !

    d  r   By now, Utu’s hate ha g own into something
  r d    r  unpleasant which th eatene to engulf him enti ely. The

     d  r   dhate was like a black clou opp essing him, an
r        d  rcomp essing his chest, so that he even ha t ouble

r  b eathing, sometimes.

   d  r  rd  d It was a stan -off, fo although Lo En-Ki ha given
 r   rd   d    rhimself ove into Lo En-Lil’s han s in exchange fo

   r d  r d  r r d  Anta, Nun Lil’s g an son emaine inca ce ate . Utu
d r d   d      d replo e that he ha not been able to escape u ing
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 d  d   d  r r d  rthe ab uction, an that he an his fou com a es we e
 r r   rd  d    now p isone s in Lo En-Ki’s omain. What a liability!

  d d   d  d  r rThe negotiations i not a vance, an , mo eove ,
    r    d  d  r dKing Anu himself, the g eat king of ol , ha eceive
   d  d   d d d  news of the scan al, an impatiently eman e a

d d r retaile epo t.

   r d   r r  d   rA light signal t ansmitte the epo t, an a sho t
r   d  r   r d  ve bal exchange passe th ough the a io channel,

   r       d dwhich took a ce tain time. Then, the king simply ictate
 rd r    d r  his o e s in succinct an p ecise sentences:

   r     d  r d“Nun Anta is f ee to leave, as ha been p omise !

rd     r d   r  Lo En-Ki is to be elease in exchange fo the five
r r  d   r  p isone s, inclu ing the oyal hostage!”

    rr d   With this, the king inte upte the communication.
d      Disobe ience was out of the question.

  d d   r    d Utu was evastate . He swo e that En-Ki woul not
     r   r   dget away with this, not afte all this effo t! Sleep woul
    d   not come, if he coul not obtain satisfaction.

***

 d        d dThe ay of the exchange of the hostages awne .

 r  r  r   r  d d Two hou s befo e sun ise, Utu ose an packe his
r d        gea an his new weapon. It was a simple mechanical

 d d    r    r dweapon an consiste of a small i on ball which pie ce
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 r   r  d  r dany p otective tunic o magnetic shiel when p ojecte
  r     d   at a ve y high velocity. It woul kill on impact!

  d    r    Then, he slippe out of his fathe ’s palace. No one
 saw him.

 d    r   r    r d  He ha to walk fo an hou until he eache the
rr   r     d d  ba en place whe e the exchange was sche ule to take

     d  r r  rdplace. The stony valley was situate not fa f om Lo
  d   d    d rEn-Ki’s settlement, an on one si e, a steep an ocky

 r d  r d      rmountain i ge pe mitte a view on the long, st aight
r d     r   r   doa below. It was a pe fect place fo an ambush, an

  r d d r  d r    rthe two agge boul e s woul se ve as a pa apet.

  r   d   d   Utu was powe fully built, an he climbe up the
   r        rsteep wall without b eaking a sweat, in just half an hou .

  r  r  r d d  d d   The two la ge ocks p ovi e a goo hi ing place, he
 d  d  d d d       sat own, an eci e to wait. As soon, as En-Ki was

  d d r       d alone, he woul i ect his weapon at his enemy an kill
      r r  d  him. At last! The weapon was fa - eaching, an he was

   d    r   dan excellent shot. An he knew the oute En-Ki woul
  r      d r  take to each his home. No one woul eve know about

 d   r   En-Ki’s eath, not fo a long time!

   r  d  r  d  d   d  dIt was a wa m an clea ay, an no win woul
d   r  eviate the i on bullet.

 r  d  d   r    One hou passe , an then anothe . No one was
  d    r d rd  r    rvisible yet, an no flock of sta tle bi s ose into the ai

 r     rto wa n of any human p esence.

 d     d  Utu ha thought that the exchange woul take place
           at noon, but the sun was long past the zenith when he
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 d d d     r  r   dfinally eci e to sip some wate f om his coole
r  isothe m flask.

 d  r   r r    d dHe ha not b ought any othe p ovisions, but that i
 r      d   dnot matte . The place was calm, an he leane

r    r d  d r  rcomfo tably against the sun-wa me boul e , ce tain
  d      r d    d that he ha all the time in the wo l . No one ha seen
  d  r   d d r  him coming, an his g ey clothes blen e pe fectly in

d  r d r d   d  r  an en e e him un istinguishable f om his
rr dsu oun ings.

 r  r  d  r r d   d   The f esh wate ha esto e him, an he thought
   d   d  r  about how En-Ki ha always oppose eve ything he
d      r d  r  wante . The thought set his hat e on fi e again.

r d   r       “Hat e gives me st ength! I shall cast this man into
un-being!”

 d    r d  d  r r d His bo y felt newly empowe e , an he ehea se in
 d   d     d r  his min how he woul kill the man he hate mo e than

       d  r   anyone else on Ki, the man who ha taken f om him the
   d      donly woman he love , the only woman who coul

  dsatisfy his nee s.

 d  r  r  d     The sha ows g ew longe , an soon, the sun set
d  d   r d      behin the istant mountain i ge. Night fell, but it was

  d r   r     d d  not a a k night, fo the full moon inun ate the
d      d   lan scape with its bone-white light efining each stone
  d   d d    dby its sha ow. Shapes an sha ows, like skeletons an

  d  d   r    coal. You coul not istinguish any featu e in the coal,
      but Utu knew that he was alone.

 dHe waite .
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rd  d   r  dr  r dTowa s mi night, a st ange owsiness subme ge
  d   r      dhim. He yawne . How ti ing this all was… How ifficult

     d  d    d  to keep his eyes open, an it ha been a long ay… The
dd   d  d d  d su en sleepiness woul have astoun e him, ha he

    given a thought to it.

dd   d r     d    Su enly, he keele ove to the left an fell into a
d  reep slumbe .

M  d      r d  eanwhile, istinctly visible on the moonlit oa , two
r    r  r   dg oups of men we e app oaching cautiously an

 rd   r  r   r  d  rwalking towa s each othe : F om the ight si e, th ee
          d d  men — one of them a son of Anki — a vance with the

 r d r   d d d   r  r five int u e s who ha ab ucte his wife f om he class-
r      d  r    doom. At the same time, an coming f om the left si e,

 r  rd  r d six high-bo n Lo s esco te Anki.

 r  d  d  d  d    Each g oup slowe own, an pause at a little
d  r   ristance f om the othe .

 d      r   Utu opene his eyes, but he was enti ely caught in
 dr  r  r    his eam-state. D eaming, o sleep walking, he

r d  r  r     r  ecognize the egal figu e of his enemy, talle than all
 r   d d      the othe s. He istinguishe the blue cloak with the

 r  d   r     white t imming, an he was ce tain that he was looking
r   r   d      r d  th ough a viso to a just his aim. Then, he aise his

 d d    dweapon an pointe it at the hea …

       dr  r  r  But it must have only been a eam, fo the eal event
  d r  d  d r  was quite iffe ent. Ha anyone watche f om above,

 r  d        he o she woul have seen Utu still lying in the same
    d  d  position, on his left si e, an fast asleep.
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 d d     r r  r  r rdHe i not see the five p isone s sp int ove towa s
r  d  r d d        thei own si e, no i he watch Anki join his men with a
 d r d r dfew ete mine st i es.

         The tall man with the flowing cloak was easy to
r  d r r r   d   recognize, an fu the mo e, he walke along the nea

d       d     si e of the cliff. His boots emitte a little noise, a tap-
    r  d   zing… tap-zing…, which was clea ly au ible, as his

r  d   d r d     pe sonal shiel was set-off an enewe , at each step. It
    r  r    rwas a moment of utte vulne ability, but Utu neve

woke.

  r    d  r  He slept th ough the night, an Anki neve knew how
  d   d  d r   close he ha come to eath, u ing that exchange.

  r    r r d d r  The next mo ning, Utu felt ef eshe an se ene. But
  d r d   r    d   when he iscove e the new t acks in the ust on the

r d   r d  r d r r  r  oa , he sc eame in ange an f ust ation, sta tling a
  rd    r  r  r  flock of bi s into flight. Th ee c ows we e squawking

rang ily.

 d    d d  d r d How coul that happen? He i not un e stan his
     d    own lack of vigilance. He ha fallen asleep, without

 r d      having fi e a single shot! Just like that.

r       Pe haps, this was meant as a sign.

r d  d d    d   P ovi ence ha wante to postpone the eath of his
r    r       dival. But he swo e that the time of Utu-Shamash woul

    r d d  d  dcome, just like his fathe ha announce , an he woul
 r     d   eliminate pe manently the man who ha stolen his

  d      dwoman. He woul have his vengeance, but not to ay.

 d  d   r   d  What ha cause his st ange sleepiness? Coul it
    r    rhave been someone watching f om the Abzu, f om
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