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FIVE MINUTES TO DOOMSDAY

 

 

 

 

	It was five to midnight on the Doomsday clock when the Acoustic Funambulist broke through the thick smog of planet Earth. It was the acrobat's first visit to this side of the Universe and he had heard much about the galaxy and this solar system in particular. They did warn him though that the third planet from the star was a zone of high turbulence and far from melodious.

 

	Being of a curious nature he decided to visit anyway and the heavily polluted air now rasping his throat was giving him his first bad taste. He started questioning the wisdom of his choice but didn't have time to get very far as nausea was rapidly putting him out of tune and he had to concentrate all his efforts on retaining his balance. He spiraled in reverse, flipped sideways and finally began to stabilize.

 

	He then did a quick scale routine and satisfied with the results initiated his descent below the clouds. Getting closer to the planet's surface he could see land and started to scan for a landing spot.

 

	Suddenly he perceived a whole bunch of static, which sounded strangely threatening. Focusing on the direction from which they came he saw in the distance two slowly moving objects leaving behind them plumes of smoke. Feeling quite uneasy about the whole thing the funambulist came to a halt and did a quick search on Cosmopedia.
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