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JEAN TSHIBANGU

DEDICATION

 M  d r   r r  d  r dTo y won e ful wife, pa tne , an best f ien .
 M  dr  d r d drTo y chil en an g an chil en.
 M   d d rTo y sons an aughte s-in-law.
 A   dr     rd  rTo ll my chil en begotten in the Lo , membe s,

d r r    A EM  r  r   an suppo te s of the C R S minist y, fo whom I am
r d     r    rp ou to belong to the g eat family of Ch ist.

M   d      r   ay you fin in the book the exp ession of my
r d  g atitu e.
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JEAN TSHIBANGU

FOREWORD

    r   r    P rI still have the p ivilege of p efacing one of asto
 A G   d    r   rJean TSHIB N U's books, an I thank him ve y much fo

 r           the t ust he has always shown in me. It is with immense
       d      joy that I allow myself to lay own these few lines as the

r   r   r  d r   p eface to p esent the cou tesies an app eciations of this
  r     d   man whose spi itual fineness is well establishe . When I

r  r d  r   r   r d fi st eceive the manusc ipt, the th illing title c eate the
r   r d    r d   rd   rd  inte est that p ompte me to ea it wo by wo to

d r  d  iscove its eepest contents.
   r r  r    d r dWhen the Holy Sc iptu es a e not well un e stoo ,

   r  d r r  one falls into misinfo mation an misinte p etation which
r  d    d r      su ely lea s to the est uction of the faith of many?

 d   d r d r   "How o people un e stan Ch ist's statement: The
r     r  "   d   rFathe who is in the sec et place ? What oes the autho
    "  M r    r  P "mean about the title: The yste y of the Sec et lace ?

   d r d   d   rHow can we un e stan what Jesus sai to the Sama itan
   G  r       woman in his ospel conve sation: “It will not be on this

 r  r    r    mountain o in Je usalem, but the hou is coming, it has
r d     r  d r r   d r    ral ea y come when the t ue a o e s will a o e me in spi it
d  r   2an in t uth?” (John 4: 1).

M   r  d  r r  r rany questions a ise an equi e app op iate
r   A G  d d d   r r  answe s. Jean TSHIB N U eco e the Holy Sc iptu es to

d    r    M r  r  d she light on the myste ies in the yste y, Ch ist, an the
rd  G d     r  r    Wo of o . The light he b ings th ough this book will

  r   d      rr  affect the Ch istian life an will not fail to co ect the
rr r   d r d   r  r d  r r   e o s so ec ie in the Ch istian wo l . The efo e, I cannot

 r d    r d r  r d   help ecommen ing it to ea e s, f ien s of biblical
d  d rwis om an t uth.
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JEAN TSHIBANGU

INTRODUCTION

d r d   r    d  Un e stan ing the myste ies is an in ispensable key
    r   G d   to maintaining an effective elationship with o . So, let
 r      r  r   us sta t at the beginning. The fi st myste y that imposes

  r  r    r  r   itself on ou eflection is the c eation. C eation is an
r d       d   rd inc e ible event that can only be explaine by the Wo of

G d  E r  r    r     o . ve yone's sto y begins with bi th, the union of two
  d   d  r   r   people, man an woman, a chil is bo n, he g ows up to

   r      dbecome a man o a woman in a multi-facete
r    d r   r   envi onment that he/she iscove s as measu ement of its

r r   r  r d   r d  r  p og ess. The spi itual wo l is a wo l of myste ies that
r r  r  r  r  G d  r  equi e sove eign evelation f om o fo best

d r dun e stan ing.
    r d   r   We live in a wo l of unt uths which impose

  r  r    r d  r  themselves as t uths p ecisely in the wo l of eligion. The
r r         d r  p olife ation of sects as well as that of oct ines in

r  d   r  r   d   Ch istianity an even seve al eligions is cause by the
r    r   rigno ance of the myste ies of c eation.

  G   M    r   In the ospel of atthew 13:11, Jesus Ch ist tells his
d           isciples that it has been given to them to know the

r    d      d d  myste ies of the king om of heaven which is enie to
r   d r d  r    r  r  othe s. We un e stan he e that the myste ies a e a
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r    r      p ivilege of a catego y of people, those who have
d  r   r rd d r  d accepte Jesus Ch ist as thei Lo an Saviou an who

   d   Gr  "M r "    follow him as isciples, the eat yste y , given in the
r  d  rcentu ies an the gene ations.

 r      M   d rThe po tion of the text of atthew 6 un e
 r    r  d r   examination eveals that Jesus Ch ist isapp oves of the

r   P r    d r   rbehaviou of the ha isees whom He esc ibes in chapte
2   r  d    r d3 as hypoc itical an ostentatious in ecommen ing
d r   r  r   r r  d  isc etion in th ee a eas: almsgiving, p aye an fasting.

    r   r d    rHe emphasizes that the Fathe who esi es in a sec et
 r     d     place app eciates all that man oes out of human sight.

" r r          r "Ou Fathe , who is out of human sight, listens in sec et.
 d     d   r  What oes that mean? Why oes Jesus Ch ist stigmatize
         r    those who act publicly? Is it a sin to p ay solemnly, to give

   d  rr     alms in public an to ca y sackcloth while fasting? What
    d r     dabout those who openly ec ee times of fasting an

r r  d r   r  r  r  rp aye s u ing which membe s obse ve ce tain p actices
  d r    d  r d  r  dsuch as ep iving themselves of foo , o bo ily ca e, an
r     cong egate in the same place?
G d       d   r  o has a plan of happiness an peace fo his

dr      r   dchil en, but the fulfilment comes th ough knowing an
  rd         G d obeying his Wo . We can only know the will of o when

 r    r     we app oach Him in pe fect intimacy. This intimacy is
 r  r d    r d  what Ch ist ecommen s in the afo ementione text. Not

  r   d    G d  r  a locatable sec et place calle the house of o , o even a
r     d  r  d   oom that is physically an geog aphically locate in a

 given space.
r   d   G d    Conce ning his welling place, o says that the

d     d   d G d d  han s of men cannot buil his house an o oes not
d      d      r  well in such a house, an He lives in a place whe e the

r    r   r    rnatu al man cannot each, a myste y! Such an affi mation
r          raises questions such as, if the human being cannot each

   G d        rthe house of o , how to meet Him? What is ou
d r d    r  un e stan ing of the sec et place?
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