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Introduction

 

 

After my morning prayer, I ask God for his direction about the sermon to be given to his people. He reveals me this topic: Repentance- Key to Restoring Your Relationship with God. As soon as I start putting this in writing, the ideas begin to flow out to give birth to this book.

A man of God came to visit me at home one day. That day, I was writing a book entitled How to Deal with Demons &;#38; Curses? He said: I appreciate your project. However, a free piece of advice that I would like to give you is do not talk about fear of God and sanctification in your book because most people who are givers or financial partners in churches are among those who do not support these topics. You can talk about deliverance and how to be materially blessed. He was interested in one syllabus I had written about deliverance and told me he was going to use it in a seminary, and he would come back to me to talk about it.

I replied that my preaching was dictated by the leadership of the Holy Spirit and I preferred having a minority that fears God rather than the multitude that finances the church but which walks in disobedience to God’s Law.

This is what happens in churches today. One observation is obvious: every time I address a topic relating to the fear of God, the spirits are overheated and some sulk during preaching. They begin to walk around the room through untimely outings and heckling. They are starting to rock the kids.

The word repentance appears for the first time in the Bible in the book of Genesis, which tells the story of the abomination committed by the sons of God with the daughters of men: “The wickedness of men was great on earth and that all the thoughts of their hearts were carried every day only to evil. The Lord repented of having made man on earth, and he was afflicted in his heart. And the Lord said: “I will exterminate from the face of the earth the man I have created, from man to cattle” (Gen. 6:1–8).

In the Gospel according to Matthew, Chapter 3, John the Baptist cried out in the wilderness: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near, prepare the way of the Lord, smooth out.” Jesus Christ follows his step in Matthew 4:17: “From that moment Jesus began to preach, and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’” Repentance, Key to Restoring Your Relationship with God is a title that says it all. God’s will is not that the wicked die, but that they repent and have eternal life.

Living in the world where man is daily exposed to sin, repentance becomes a therapeutic palliative for the restoration of relationship with God. That is why this book is important.

Before you can restore your relationship with God, you need to understand why and how it was been broken. To answer to this question, we expound our topic in four chapters.

In the first chapter, we talk about Law and sin to demonstrate that sin exists where there is the law and without the law, there is no sin.

In the second chapter, we talk about repentance and its necessity in Christian life.

In the third chapter, we present the steps of sincere and complete repentance.

In the fourth chapter, sin being a disease that leads to death, we propose the remedy that is Jesus Christ. And we close our work with a conclusion.

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 1

 

 

 





LAW AND SIN

 

 

 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” (Rom. 7:7)

 

In the Scriptures above, Apostle Paul establishes the difference between law and sin. He clarifies that the law is not a sin, but sin comes from the violation of the law.

To better understand this, we look at what happened at the very beginning. Since God created, He put the Law in place for the angels as well as for men. From that time, this governed the relationship between God and his angels. If you look at the reason Lucifer and his angels were cast out, it seems that they violated the Law by wanting to be like God.

We can thus identify two times in the history of the Bible.

First in heaven: We look at two texts that reinforce our position.

 

Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom. because of your splendour. So, I threw you to the earth. I made a spectacle of you before kings. By your many sins and dishonest trade, you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So, I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching. (Ezek. 28:17–18)

 

Pride was the sin that Lucifer, God’s highly exalted angel, nurtured in his heart. Before his fall, he was the most beautiful and wisest of all the angels of heaven and enjoyed the trust of God (v. 12,13,15). However, taking advantage of

this consideration, he rebelled against God by saying:

 

You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens.

I will raise my throne above the stars of God.

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,

on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon. [a]

I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” (Isa. 14:13–14)

 

Being like God was Lucifer’s first motivation. He refused to be under God’s authority and sought to take God’s place and be worshipped as God. God saw his heart and changed his name from Lucifer, which means “brilliant star,” to Satan, which means “adversary” or “enemy.” Since then, Satan has become the enemy of God – and that of his Church as well.

 

Apart from the above-mentioned reasons in these two passages, we do not find it mentioned anywhere else. God created us in his image and likeness so we could serve him (Ps. 100:1–4). The search for autonomy, freedom, or independence takes us away from the love of God.

It is clear from simple logic that the Lord God could not cast away Lucifer if there was no violation of the law. And we can deduce that God’s law did not tolerate the worship of another god. God is the only one who must be worshipped in heaven, on earth, and below the earth. Lucifer took advantage of his position and beauty to rebel against God: “I too should be worshipped because I am the most beautiful of all.” Some angels followed him in this rebellion, and they suffered the same fate.

The second time is when God expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden.

The Law

 

What does the law mean?

“Le Petit Larousse Dictionary” defines the law as “prescriptions established by the sovereign authority of the state, applicable to all and defining the rights and duties of each.”

The term God’s Law sometimes refers to the entire Old Testament, or more frequently, what is specifically called “the Law of Moses.” It may also be God’s Law as an expression of his will. Apostle Paul often uses it to speak of the Law that was given to Moses on Mount Sinai (Rom. 5:13).

The notion of God’s Law is much broader, as it contains not only the Ten Commandments, but also the precepts and laws not contained in the Ten Commandments but which are contained in his Word. “All these now join their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves with a curse and an oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of God and to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees of the Lord our Lord” (Neh. 10:29). Anyway, we are governed by the commandments of God contained in his Word.

As we go through the holy Scriptures, we find some specific laws that apply only to the Jewish people, and which are not taken up singularly in the Ten Commandments or the Law of Moses.

In our understanding, the Law of God and the Law given to Moses are the expressions that cover the same reality. We believe that if the law received by Moses at Mount Sinai is indeed the Law of God, it is, therefore, a law whose application singularly exceeds the people of Israel. If it was transmitted by Moses to Israel, it was transmitted for all men, for all nations, for this law being of God reveals the very thought of God, a thought that establishes the order and true meaning of all things, of all God’s creation. It is from this universality of God’s law that the apostle Paul speaks to us

when he writes to the Romans.

 

Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them. (Rom. 2:14–15)

 

One can simply assume that God’s law contains the commandments, precepts, and ordinances of the Lord that dictate the conduct of his people.

The law represents the requirements that dictate relationship with God; these are the requirements of holiness and righteousness. Watchman Nee says in his book The Normal Christian Life: “The law thus means that God asks me to do something for him, and deliverance means that He exempts me from doing so because in His grace He does it Himself.” This is the issue of the law. We will talk about that later.

Man’s problem with the law is not that the law is bad, but that there is in him the principle of sin, which opposes all that is obedience to good. “What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’” (Rom. 7:7).

Sin is not imputed when there is no law. However, death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned by a transgression like that of Adam, who was the figure of the One to come. But it is not free giving as an offence; for if by the offense of one there are many who have died, let alone the grace of God and the gift of grace from one man, Jesus Christ, have been abundantly spread over many.

It is not the gift of what happened by one who has sinned; for it is after a single offence that the judgment becomes condemnation, while the gratuitous gift becomes justification after several offenses. If by the offense of one death reigned by him alone, let alone those who receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness will reign in life by Jesus Christ alone. Thus, as by a single offense the condemnation has reached all men, so by a single act of righteousness the justification that gives life extends to all men.

 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’[a] 8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. (Rom. 7:7–8)

 

In the beginning, the law had been given to Adam and Eve.

 

The Lord God took man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and keep him. The Lord God gave this order to man: “You will be able to eat the fruits of all the trees in the garden, but you will not eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, for the day you eat it, you will die, for sure. (Gen. 2:16–17)

 

At the level of the angelic organization, Lucifer, who was now the serpent, or Satan, went to Adam and Eve to bring them to rebellion.

 

Now the snake was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

The woman said to the snake, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ “You will not certainly die,” the snake said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen. 3:1–5)

Well-flavoured words that seduced Eve: “to be like God”! They believed in the tempting words of the serpent and ate the fruit; hence, the original sin.

It is not possible to talk about sin if there is no law. Criminals are prosecuted for breaking the law. Similarly, God establishes laws that must govern his people. These laws are known as the Decalogue or Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:1–17).

 

And God spoke all these words:

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before[a] me. You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.

“You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”

 

Jesus Christ summarizes these ten commandments in two:

 

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matt. 22:37–39)

 

God is the only one who is himself, and He does not share his glory with anyone. I do believe that it was for this reason Lucifer and his fallen angels were pushed to earth, for he wanted to be like God. In other words, there was a law communicated to Lucifer and he disobeyed it. This led to his expulsion (1 Tim. 3:6). The Bible describes sin as the transgression of God’s law (1 John 3:4) and rebellion against God (Deut. 9:7; Josh. 1:18).

 

We talked about the Law given to Moses at Mount Sinai to settle God’s relationship with men – The Ten Commandments – 40 days and 40 nights after their departure from Egypt (Exod. 20:1–17; Deut. 5:6–21). Now the people will be judged according to these ten commandments called Decalogue. Each country has the Law that governs it and justice is done in accordance with that Law.

Originally, the words rendered by sin mean “missing (not reaching) a target” or a goal. For example, soldiers of ancient Israel were so good at slinging that they rarely if ever missed their target. Literally, this expression could be rendered as “do not sin” (Judg. 20:16). Thus, sin means missing the purpose of God’s perfect standards.
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